
We’re working toward a goal of plastic circularity, in which 
plastic can be made and remade again and again.

Blending Recycled & Raw Materials:  
Advanced recycling breaks down used plastic 
to the molecular level. These building blocks 
can be used as is or mixed with raw materials  
to create a larger, blended stream.

Manufacturing Process:  
These building blocks, with properties and 
performance now indiscernible from each 
other, become the valuable materials to 
create something new, such as food- and 
medical-grade plastic.

plasticmakers.org

SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS 
THAT STRIKE A BALANCE

Hundreds of companies have established goals to use more recycled plastic in products and 
packaging. How are they tracking their use of recycled materials and labeling their products 
accordingly? That’s where the third-party certification process of mass balance comes in – and 
it can be applied to a variety of recycling processes. Here’s how it works.
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Verified Recycled Plastics:  
Mass balance accounting 
supports transparency and 
accurate tracking for recycled 
materials. Third-party certification 
allows companies to credibly 
communicate the use of recycled 
content in their finished products.

Mass balance is 
a well-established 
accounting method 
used for decades 
by a wide range 
of industries, such 
as renewable 
energy and Fair-
Trade cocoa and 
coffee, to support 
sustainability 
statements.

MASS BALANCE EXPLAINED

http://plasticmakers.org

